columns (in bold) show G-7 productivity growth for 1995-2002, 2003, and 2004 . Productivity, as measured by output per worker for the entire economy, has increased at a faster rate in the United States than in any other G-7 country over the past ten years. For the period 1995-2002, U.S. productivity increased at an average annual rate of 1.9 percent. The second leading country in terms of productivity growth was Canada, with an increase of 1.5 percent. For 2003, U.S. productivity growth was 2.1 percent. The United Kingdom, with a rate of 1.8 percent, was second. A similar ranking holds for 2004, with U.S. growth at 3.3 percent and British growth at 2.5 percent.
Regardless of how one assesses the economic challenges facing the U.S. economy, U.S. growth has been noteworthy. Moreover, such growth generates resources to confront these challenges. 
